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[bookmark: _Hlk209011794]East West Rail announces design updates for Oxford and Bicester 
· Underpass solution proposed for London Road level crossing in Bicester – if local third-party funding can be provided
· Updated designs support confirmation of Cowley Branch Line being reopened
· Full EWR services to serve Oxford station after platform capacity freed up
· More than 80 design changes follow public feedback from last consultation


A proposed underpass design for London Road level crossing in Bicester and plans to support the re-opening of Cowley Branch Line are among design updates announced today for East West Rail in Oxfordshire.

East West Railway Company (EWR Co) has published its latest proposals, shaped by extensive public consultation and detailed technical design work. The updates show how feedback from communities and stakeholders has directly influenced the development of the project. 
 
The latest proposals support the ambitions for the new railway line to play an essential role in the opportunities for economic growth in the area, as well as designing a scheme that reflects the ambitions of the communities along the route and creates a fully accessible rail service between Oxford, Milton Keynes, Bedford and Cambridge.
 
The design updates are set out in EWR Co’s newly published You Said, We Did report, which follows the latest non-statutory consultation and shows how design proposals have been updated and improved following analysis of thousands of consultation responses collected at the start of the year. 
 
EWR Co has made more than 80 changes to the scheme as a direct result of public feedback received. In the Oxfordshire area, these include: 

London Road level crossing, Bicester
We have updated our designs for both an underpass proposal and an alternative footbridge solution. The revised underpass design – which would be subject to securing third-party funding contributions - now includes a single-lane road that could be used by vehicles, alongside a protected active travel corridor for pedestrians and cyclists. Traffic signals would be installed at each entrance to allow vehicles to travel through the underpass safely in both directions. The underpass could not be used by tall vehicles such as lorries. The revised underpass proposal is a result of overwhelming feedback which asked for connectivity to be retained in the town when the crossing is closed and highlighted that retaining a means of crossing the railway at London Road for small vehicles is a key priority for residents.
An underpass was the more popular of the two options, with many respondents noting its potential to offer a more accessible and direct route for pedestrians and cyclists, particularly those using wheelchairs or pushchairs. We have further developed the design to create an improved underpass alignment which provides a more direct route towards Market Square to the north, along with enhanced pick-up and drop-off facilities to the south of the Bicester Village station.
We have also developed the alternative footbridge proposal to include lifts (as well as stairs) instead of ramps, to reduce the visual impact of the structure. This option is not expected to require third-party funding contributions. 

Cowley Branch Line
We've updated our design to support the reopening of the Cowley Branch Line which has now been confirmed by Government. The service to Cowley will release capacity at Oxford station, which would then allow a full EWR service to operate. The Cowley Branch Line will unlock new local journeys in Oxford, increasing access to jobs, education and housing. 

David Hughes, CEO, East West Railway Company, said: “These updates reflect our commitment to listening to communities while designing a railway that delivers long-term benefits for Oxford and the wider region. Our latest proposals better reflect what matters most to people and will deliver better outcomes for passengers, local communities and the environment. 
 
“From a better solution at London Road level crossing in Bicester to improving connectivity and reducing congestion in Oxford, East West Rail is shaping the modern, sustainable transport link this region needs to thrive.” 

Public engagement on our latest proposals will continue in the New Year with a series of localised events in specific communities so people can understand more about our updated designs. In the spring or summer next year, we will then hold another consultation. This will provide an opportunity for local communities and stakeholders to comment on our proposals before we finalise our application to the Secretary of State for a Development Consent Order, which would authorise us to construct the project.   

Ends

Notes to Editors

· The You Said, We Did report is available here (published at 00.01 Wednesday 19 November). It outlines the progress made to date, highlights where proposals have been updated in direct response to feedback, and explains the wider design developments, changes and additions now being taken forward. 
· Over 6,200 people responded to the third non-statutory consultation (NSC3), which ran from 14 November 2024 until 24 January 2025. 

Media contacts   
· Press office email: press@eastwestrail.co.uk   
· Press office phone: 0330 134 0053    
  
   
About the East West Rail Project   
The East West Rail Project is a once in a generation opportunity to connect people and businesses between Oxford, Milton Keynes, Bedford and Cambridge through a new direct rail line. It is a railway with community at its heart that will open up new journeys, cut travel times, and ease congestion on local roads. The route will connect people to the things and places that matter, bringing local benefit and sustainable growth by unlocking the social and economic potential of the area.   
   
The East West Rail Project will be delivered in different phases.   
Network Rail was responsible for developing the first part of the first phase between Oxford and Milton Keynes, connecting Oxford with Bicester before the East West Rail Company (EWR co) was set up. Between 2018 and 2024, EWR Co and Network Rail partnered in a construction alliance, East West Rail Alliance, to complete the infrastructure to Bletchley. Chiltern Railways has taken over as the operator of this section and are working to start passenger services as soon as possible.   
To deliver the railway onwards from Bletchley to Bedford and Cambridge, a new railway needs to be constructed between Bedford and Cambridge, and associated works are needed between Oxford and Bedford to upgrade and refurbish the existing railway infrastructure. EWR Co proposes to make an application to the Secretary of State for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to permit the construction and operation of these works.    
   
About the East West Railway Company     
The East West Railway Company (EWR Co) is a non-departmental public body with limited company status set up by the Secretary of State for Transport in 2017 to deliver the East West Rail (EWR) Project.      
   
EWR Co aims to bring fresh thinking to the Project, challenging the industry status quo, leading to more efficient and cost-effective project delivery and better outcomes for the communities in and around the Project.    
   
The corridor, which runs from Oxford through Milton Keynes and Bedford to Cambridge, is an economic artery that makes the UK a global leader in life sciences, technology and innovation, with the potential to create jobs, drive growth and attract investment for the entire country. EWR Co’s ambition is to unlock the full potential of this region that is vital to keeping the UK globally competitive in a way that considers the environment and offers value for taxpayers.   
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